The Book of Acts 18

Acts 18:1-3
*From Athens the Apostle Paul went southwest to Corinth, the capital of Achaia. He accepted the rejection of the Gospel and the pursuit of the Jews as the Lord’s will to move on for another church plant. As he supported himself with tent-making he met the Christian couple Aquila (“eagle”), born in Pontus, Asia, and Priscilla (“ancient”) who had the same trade (v. 3).  Later, Paul testified, “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God...And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling” (I Cor. 2:1, 3).
*Significant details revealed that they had left Rome, Italy, because the anti-Semitic Emperor Claudius (AD 41-54) demanded that all Jews leave Rome, but the edict was rescinded when he died. Perhaps this Jewish couple was saved on the day of Pentecost and went back to Rome (Acts 2:10).  Apparently, this baptized couple of two had a house church and Paul made it three (Mt. 18:20). These two Baptists had a house church in Rome, in Corinth, in Ephesus, and finally back in Rome. Paul owed much to them, saying, “Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus:  Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles” (Rom. 16:3-4).
Acts 18:4
*Apparently, Paul worshipped with Aquila and Priscilla on Sunday (teaching them “Pauline Theology” including the “mysteries” that Christ gave him), made tents Monday through Friday (Acts 20:34), and gave the “word of exhortation” (Heb. 13:22) every Sabbath. Jews and Gentiles responded to the Gospel.
Acts 18:5
*Silas and Timothy had come quickly to Athens (Acts 17:15), and presumably went back to the earlier church plants in Thessaly. Now the duo returned to Corinth. He was “pressed in the spirit” because of the Jews, and perhaps of financial difficulties because of a greater ministry. He had written to the Philippian Baptist Church about their financial help, saying, “I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound…Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity” (Phil. 4:12, 15-16). He wrote to the Corinthians, saying, “I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service.   And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied…” (II Cor. 11:8-9). (“robbed”> they could ill-afford)!
Acts 18:6
*He preached “Jesus was Christ” (v. 5) and knew their reaction, as a former member of the Sanhedrin, revealing that the Jews “opposed themselves” and “blasphemed.”  No wonder Paul feared going to Corinth, since he knew that although his sins were forgiven, he would suffer pre-conversion consequences (i.e., mocking, rejection, stoning, imprisonment, and finally a brutal death).
	*His reacted with a gesture (Neh. 5:13), a curse (“your blood…”), and a new direction (to the Gentiles). 
Acts 18:7-8
	*He left the Synagogue and went next store to the house of Justus, a God fearing Gentile and Baptist. 
*The chief ruler of the Jewish Synagogue, Crispus believed with all his house, as did Cornelius, Lydia and the Roman jailor. The Jews had allowed Gentiles into the Synagogue, and now Gentile Justus allowed Jews in his house to hear the Gospel.  Many Corinthians were saved and baptized. These saved sinners were formerly fornicators, idolaters, sodomites, thieves, drunkards, extortioners (I Cor. 6:9-11).
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